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CHAR}&CTH( OF mwmuous TYPHGS I8 EWARTUNG. PENINSULA

Lt Col (Med) K. I, Zamyshlayaysv and.lMaj (Med) I. F. Prikhcd’ko

Prior to the liberation of 'Manchurls by the Soviet Army, the Medical .
Service of our units had no exact data on epidemic diseases, snd in partis:
uls.> on exanthemetous typhus in China and Japan. -

In Saptember 1945, ths Sanitary Corps of the US irmy Medical Daj syt
ment stated:s "Exanthematous typhus seldom occurs in Japan, but is ex-
csptionally commor in Koreu. Hanchuria, and borth China, Exanthematcus
tyohus is founé in South China and in southeastern sia and is probobly
spread by <leaa in the majority of cases.® (Bulletin of the US Army
Medical Nepartment, No 3, Sep 1945)

Medi:al and epidamiological surveys in cities snd 'iliages of the
Kwantung ‘eninsula after the Soviet Army occupatfon szhowed that the
Chinese ate 100 percenl pediculous. The population livses very poorly
and in congested conditions. A patriarchal famlly of 10-20 pecple lives

in a hut covering an ardp of 15-20 sguere peters,

The clothing, with vare exceptions, is ragged and is neither taken
off nor laundered from the moment iv is put on. There are o deds in ths
huts 2nd the outer clothing is spread on the flaor to be slept on,

L3 . - - P . : .

There sre nu spucific nospitals for comminicable disesses and tne
Chinese population has no medicel help.

The Jepariese population congists of colonizers, ‘raders, snd indus-
trialists, living in well-built{ houses under sstisfactory senitars con-
ditions. .

“l -

CLASSIFICATION ICSTRICTED
X |nsrB 1 DISTRIBUTION
>l T T

.t

~ RESTRICTED

«

"Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/06/29 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600200034-3



B Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/06/29 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600200034-3 B

RESTRICTED

RESTRICTED

+ F o~ | -~ | STATH

However, i1 i3 impossible to leocste. enyede. with. severe 1afoctdon %n -
the Chinese area for the local populstion ia afraid of the Japsnese over-
lords, and their cruel tyeatrsnt of severe cases, and willfuily hids any
infection. .

Exanthematous and relapsing tyrtus rege in the Kwantung Peninsula
avery yesr, but no attempi is made to control these disesses due to lack
of doctora snd slso because those prisent are occupied with their private
practices snd have no i.terest in eradicating contagious diseaaesn

According fo data of the Dal'niy health Department, cases ol ‘exanthema- - !
tous typhus officiallv registered ir the city were ss f‘ollmvs' 1943 = 2,940 y
cases, 1944 - 2,502 cases, 1945, - 2,571 cases, and in 1946 - 8,320 cascs-

In 1946, the epxdemic of exantnematous typhus resched a mexinwn in Septei-
ber and QOctober.

The personnel of our tnits in the Kwantung Peninsula wore completely
free from exanthematous tyrhus. Considering the intense epidemic situstion,
the military authorities ectablished & regime enforcing a maximum limitation
of contect ¢f the milit.ary personnel with the locsl population. Nevertheless..
it wae impossible Lo completely avoid contsct., Hildtsry persomel frequently
used the saervices of Chinere barbers, :

Thoas guartered cutsido the unit compound weie compaelled to use local
means of’ Lranyportation, cireetcars and trains, which vere crowdad with
Chinese. The local populstion attended the motion picture’ theatres, Due to
thege conditions some cases (f exanthematous typhus began to 2ppear.  The
first cases appeared in August, continued to apnsar through Septenber and
Cetaber, but atnpped conpletely in November. . )

Three locales —~ ithe city ot Dal'niy and points O and C, ell heving
" : direct connections with each other' ~~ wore the focal points of infection of
- ST the diseass.

Peresonnel and members of military femilies in those locales were not
given specific proph+lsitic treatment sgainst exanthemsatous typhus.

The physical conditiun of the patients prior to becoming i1l was good.
St of ihe patienis generally denied #hat lice had been present; some ad-
mitted that after U ride on'a streelcar or a visit to a Chineso barber or
merkst, they found lice on their underwear or in their bads. When asked if
they had ever seen a flea on them while they were in the Kwantung Peninsula,
81l answered negitively.

Tha cases of sxanthematous typhus which we stucied belong in the general-
1y accepted classificationy, based on the quantititive and qualitative snalyses
of their outstanding symptoms. The condition was either slight or mild in
the majority of the pstients; three ware severe. Because of the absance of
sharply defined "clinical® .gmptoms of exanthematous typhus and some modera~
tions and obliterations of the "leading" symptoms in a significant number of
putisntsy, doctors of the mnits mode acme erroneous diagnoses in thc firet
cases of this disease. This geve us occasion to spesk of the "atypicalness®

o uf the course of upidemic axantnemstous typhus snd the possibility of its
. : : . prusance in a given nsse of Manchurian.est exanthsmntous typhiy or etbsr
B rickettsiosis, :

The following chersctaristic clinical symplioms were noted: shorter
pericd of pysetic condltion; a considersble percentage of the patiemts (38) :
- had fevar for 8-10 days; tie tempsrature curve remained st 38.5-39.7 degrees; : o
freguently there were morning remisasions up to subfebrils figures. In the . :
majority of ceses the temperature dropped sharply, leaving a temperaiure : :
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COGNCLUSICNS
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rash which occur in mild ceses. This might have buen true especially for those
cases who were not admitted intc the communicable diseages hospital but were
isolated in e unit dispensary wlere the doctor had n» experience in the diagrosis
of contagious disesas. : :

b Leuko:ytoais dbes not necessarily accompeny exanthamatous typhus, as a -
considerable pertentsge cf the ¢sses irsnspired with a nornal lsukocyte count or
modarate ieukocytosis, not surp:ssing, 12—1_2,000. .

5. Doctors must remember that out.breéks‘of sxznthematous typrhus can occtr
at any time of the year, and whenevaer an exznthematous typius epideric situstion
iz created. : : . "

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/06/29 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600200034-3




